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lines of investigation which cannot but be of the first
importance for the future.
The purpose then., tacit or avowed, of all these
developments in the academic study of literature
has been to endow that study with something of the
qualities of a science. 1 have laid weight on these
developments—as who does not ?—because they do,
in the end, prepare the way for enduring judgments
on the creations of the poetic imagination. They
exclude, or help to exclude, the merely capricious
and subjective in such judgments; they lead to the
formation of opinion which will not be merely that
of a passing age, but can lay claim to some degree
of permanence. And, if I may be personal, 1 look
back on the seminar for training in the methods of
literary research which, for many years, it has been
my privilege to hold at University College, as one of
the most satisfying sides of my work for our Univer-
sity. These seminars have often been attended by
students in other fields than that of German, and by
young men and women from the Continent, especially
from Switzerland and Germany, who have brought
with them inestimable freshness of outlook and new
methods of approach. And might I add ; for every
field of research—be it in any of the great literatures-—
London, with our great and splendidly organized
British Museum, is the best place in the world. Here
in London we need not in our seminars—as is so
often the case in other less fortunately placed universi-
ties—merely play at research as a course of training.
We can actually help in extending the confines of
knowledge. And twenty-seven years ago 1 was
instrumental in founding our Modern 'Language TLBvi&v9
so that the workers in our university might possess
a channel through which to give the results of their
research to the world.
But let me not paint to you these developments
in too bright colours. There is a dark side to the
reduction of literary study to an exact science, in that

